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Animal Planet hero
. Sally Maughan was nominated to be
Animal Planet’s Hero of the Year. There .
_were more than 4,000 nominations,
andthe cablechannel selectedatop -
10, whoincluded Maughan. The win-
ner, whoreceives a $10,000 grant, will
be selected by votes on its Web site,
animal.discovery.com. Votes will be-
takenthrough Sunday
“Maughan. said ifshe won, she would
- buy video equipmenttodocumentthe
daily behaviors of her bear cubs for re-
search and education. :

Bla_'ck bear rehab

Sally Maughan founded the Idaho

_ Black Bear Rehabilitation, a nonprofit
charity that depends on donationsto
care for abandoned or injured bear
cubs. The goal istorelease these cubs

. back intothe wild. The IBBR is li~
censed by the Idaho Department of
Fish and Game but does not receive fi-
nancial supportfrom it orany other
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Statesman file photo
Napili, a 12-week-old orphaned black bear cub, plays with her new mom, Sally Maughan.
Napili was close to dying of malnutrition near Olympia, Wash., before Maughan took her in.
“Shewas the sweetest bear,” said Maughan, who has nurtured more than 130 cubs. “She
never got mad or destroyed anything. She was very special to me.”

r-

antics of some of her other favorites,
such as Nipper, Griz and Napili. (She
usually gives them Native American or
Hawaiian names because she loves the
language.)

Maughan doesn't take in adult bears.
She takes in cubs that have been in-
jured or abandoned.

Duane Lavely found a cub with a
broken front leg and a dislocated hip
in July 2004 on Idaho 55. It apparently
had been hit by a car. He thought he
saw the mother escape.

He took the cub to Maughan. She
named her Makala Pua, nursed her
back to health and through winter hi-
bernation before releasing her in the
spring. The bear, who had an ear tag,
has not been seen since or recognized
by a hunter.

“Her release program benefits
everyone from treehuggers to hunters,
because it replenishes the population,”
said Lavely, who raised $800 in dona-
tions to pay for Makala Pua’s recovery.
“She takes no time off. She’s always

there for those bears.”

Maughan becomes attached to all
her cubs but she’s realistic about their
future. She was born in Idaho and
raised at Redfish Lake, where her par-
ents owned the lodge and hunted and
fished regularly.

“I respect hunting as long as they do
it ethically and morally ... and don’t
shoot one of my bears,” she said with a
smile.

Experts are mixed on whether cubs
can be rehabilitated by humans and
then released back into the wild with-
out becoming a problem for people.

But Maughan is confident that she
has been successful because she hears
very little about her bears, some of
which have radio collars and most of
which have ear tags.

“I heard a 6-year-old was shot hunt-
ing and six or so have been hit by
cars,” Maughan said. “But only two
have come in contact with people.”

Maughan’s brain is full of valuable
information about the antics and

stateagency.
The IBBR mostly needs money to
maintain the facility or donated food
- forthe bears. The bearseat fruit and
dry dog food. ]
Formore mformatlon goto
www.bearrehab.org.

habits of bears. She has very little doc-
umented, which is why she wants to
raise enough money to buy a monitor-
ing system. Cameras would record the
bears at all times and the information
could be used for research or in class-
rooms.

“It takes three hours for a bear to
lose interest in me and go about their
business and that’s a lot of time for me
to spend observing,” Maughan said.

Maughan doesn’t return her bears to
the wild if she doesn’t think they will
survive. She doesn’t keep them and
she doesn’t give them to zoos.

“I would never put one of my bears
in captivity,” Maughan said. “I have
too much respect for their spirit.”






