


Idaho center touts bear rehabilitation 

droughts that make food scarce. And some, like Twister, fall 
victim to nature's whims. 

Deb Davis, a retired professor from the University of Alaska, lives 
in the unincorporated central Idaho town of Bear, where a June 
4, 2006, tornado leveled about $9 million worth of timber. She 
remembers hearing whimpering outside her window two days 
later but left the bear cub alone, figuring its mother was nearby. 

A week later, the cub turned up at a neighbor's home, 
dehydrated and helpless. 

"She f i t  in my hands. I held her in my lap and I rubbed her 
paws," Davis said. " I  said 'Twister, hang in there."' 

State Fish and Game officials called Maughan, whose bear rehab 
center has been home to as many as 40 orphaned cubs at once. 

Scientists from the Chengdu Research Base for Giant Panda 
Breeding in China hope to use Maughan and Beecham's work as a 
model to help win support for their efforts to return their iconic 
bears to the mountains in central China. They attended a May 
workshop organized by Beecham a t  a bear sanctuary in western 
Russia. 

"The experiences of rehabilitation and reintroduction with other , 
bear species is valuable in planning for the eventual 
reintroduction of giant pandas," Kati Loeffler, a German 
veterinarian at Chengdu, said in an e-mail. "The situations in 
Idaho and in remote areas of Canada are almost ideals that we 
can use as guidelines." 

At Twister's release in the Boise W n a l  Fo- late last month, 
she was joined by four other bears as Beecham and observers 
including Davis bid farewell. 

Twister quickly trotted off, while the others calmly moseyed from 
their cages. One climbed a tree and lounged on a low branch. 
Another sniffed flowers near a photographer, looking for 
something to eat. 

After a week in the forest, however, the bears are more likely to 
scamper off at the sight of humans, Maughan said. 

- 
On The Net: 

Idaho Black Bear Rehabilitation Center: 
http://www. bearrehab.org 

World Society for the Protection of Animals: http://www.wspa- 
international.org 
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